
James Calvin Sly 1807 & Four Marriages

Research Process: Build a timeline from the 1st marriage until the death of each of my direct line 
ancestors.  Three factors are part of each timeline:  1) Names: of those in the family of each ancestral 
couple.  2) Places: where each family lived are included on a snapshot of a Google “My Maps”.  The 
maps will show migrational patterns.  3) Time of Events: Dates are included in the left column for 
each event pertaining to the ancestral couple.  Please scroll to the bottom to find the Sources & 
Historical Markers to which the footnote numbers refer. Color codes are used for historical markers.
Each Timeline is built with the information in Family Search/Family Tree that was available at the time.  
The Names, Places & Events data maybe subject to change as more research is added to the details 
& memories sections in Family Tree.  It is my objective to add a personalized PDF timeline to each of 
my direct line ancestral couples.   You will not be able to change the timeline because it is in a PDF 
format, but comparing a piece of data with events inside of a timeline often allows a person to see if it 
is viable data or not.  Many of you are very good researchers & it is my hope that these timelines will 
be a springboard for fixing problems in Family Tree.  If I find significant changes in Family Tree in 
events for an ancestral couple I will update the timeline and attach a new PDF, however, it is not my 
intent to do this very often.  I used a spreadsheet called Numbers from the iWork Program on an iMac 
Computer, however Excel or other spreadsheets could be used to accomplish the same or maybe 
even better results.    
This Timeline would be best utilized by having the person’s Details Page from Family Search/Family 
Tree open in a window next to the timeline.  A timeline, for a family with multiple or polygamous 
marriages, emphasizes the wife who is my direct line ancestor.

Color Code for Multiple Marriages or Polygamous Marriages:  Note: for some timelines the color 
code may not be appropriate.
a. First marriage & family in Blue
b. Second marriage & family in Tan
c. Third marriage & family in Green
d. Fourth marriage & family in Darker Tan

25 January 1829 Marriage: James Calvin Sly 21 to 1st wife Mary Bassett 20 in Manchester, 
Ontario, New York, United States. 3, Map A1

4 March 1829 Andrew Jackson became the 7th President of the United States. 1

15 May 1829 John the Baptist conferred the Aaronic Priesthood on Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery in Harmony, Pennsylvania. (see D&C 13; Joseph Smith—History 1:71–72).

May 1829
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery received the Melchizedek Priesthood form 
Peter, James and John near the Susquehanna River between Harmony, 
Pennsylvania and Colesville, New York. (see D&C 128:20)

June 1829 Translation of the Book of Mormon completed. The Three Witnesses and the 
Eight Witnesses shown the gold plates. (see 2 Nephi 11:3; 2 Nephi 27:12–13; D&C 17)

19 November 1829 Birth: Nehemiah Sly son of James Calvin Sly & Mary Bassett in Sardinia, New 
York. 3, Map A2
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Map A: James Calvin Sly & Mary Bassett

Fall 1829 After the birth of Nehemiah Sly, James & Mary Sly moved from Sardinia to 
Lockport, New York. 3, Map A4

 February 1830

Letter written by Mary Bassett Sly to her parents in Michigan.  James’, wife 
Mary and son Nehemiah Sly were living in Lockport, New York.  James found 
work to be scarce on the New York side of Niagara so he left to go to the west 
side of the Falls into Upper Canada. He hired out to work for $15 dollars a 
month.  He worked a few days and was taken sick with a disease called the 
Black Canker (Infection of the mouth and gums)  It was deadly and had killed 
several people in the area.  James was given some Vinegar to drink and it 
seemed to help. 4, Map A5 

13 February 1830 Birth of James’ step-daughter to be.  Mary Ann born to Margaret Jane Fuller 
and an unknown man in Lincoln, Niagara, Ontario, Canada. 3, Map B4

 1830

At this time James Calvin Sly probably met Daniel Cook Jr. & Maria Fuller 
family in Zorra, Ontario, Canada.   A family that would have a big influence on 
his life.  They more than likely were the family that gave him the Vinegar and 
nursed him back to health.   Later when he accepted the gospel about 1844 he 
baptized many of the members of the Cook and Fuller families. 4, Map A5

26 March 1830 First printed copies of the Book of Mormon available in Palmyra, New York. 1

28 May 1830 Indian Removal Act moves eastern Indians west of the Mississippi River.  It was 
signed into law by Andrew Jackson. 1

April 1830
James returned home to Lockport, NY, his mouth was still sore, but James 
hired out to tend a sawmill and drive a team in the Lockport area for $16.5 
dollars per month. 4, Map A4 

6 April 1830 Organization of the Church in Fayette Township, New York. 1
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Map B: James Calvin & Margaret Jane Fuller Upper Canada

16 May 1830

Mary Bassett Sly and son Nehemiah were in poor health she wanted to see her 
parents.  She states in the letter that she and Nehemiah were not healthy 
enough to cross the lake (Lake Erie) to be able to see them.  James did not 
want to work all summer and use the money to take her to see them.  They had 
bills to pay and money was scarce.  Mary was realizing that a trip to see them 
was totally impractical so she admonished her parents (Nehemiah Bassett and 
Mary Lawson) living in Lenawee county, Michigan, to come to live close by her.  
She closed the letter with the following: “I want you should come and see our 
great boy.  He is almost big enough to chop down small trees”  She stated: 
“We live in the lower town a few yards from the Lockport House.”  Mary and 
Nehemiah would pass away soon after this letter was written.  4, Map A5
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20 July 1830 Site for the city of Zion (the New Jerusalem) in Independence, Missouri, 
revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith. (see D&C 57; Articles of Faith 1:10)

25 July 1830 Death: Mary Bassett Sly 22, Lockport, Niagara, New York. Mary is James 
Calvin Sly’s 1st wife. 3, Map A4

Sep-Oct 1830 First missionaries called to preach to the Lamanites (Native Americans) (see D&C 
28; 30; 32).

30 August 1830 Death of son Nehemiah Sly 1, Lockport, Niagara, New York. 3, Map A4

Dec-Jan 1830-31 The Lord commanded the Saints to gather to Ohio. (see D&C 37; 38:31–32)

1 September 1831
Marriage of  James Calvin Sly 24 to Margaret Jane Fuller 26 in Grantham, 
Lincoln, Ontario, Canada.  Margaret had a daughter named Mary Ann 1yr old 
who then took the name of Sly. 3, Map B1, Chart 3

18 March 1833
Sidney Rigdon and Frederick G. Williams set apart as Counselors in the 
Presidency of the Church and given the keys of the kingdom. (see the headings to D&C 
81 and D&C 90; & D&C 90:6)

6 April 1832 Birth of son David C Sly son of James Calvin Sly & Margaret Jane Fuller Sly in 
Grantham, Lincoln, Ontario, Canada. 3, Map B1

18 April 1832 Death of son David C Sly son of James Calvin Sly & Margaret Jane Fuller Sly in 
Grantham, Lincoln, Ontario, Canada. 3, Map B1
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7 November 1833 Saints began fleeing from mobs in Jackson County, Missouri, across the 
Missouri River and into Clay County, Missouri. 1

5 May 1834 Joseph Smith left Kirtland, Ohio, for Missouri as the leader of Zion’s Camp to 
bring relief to Saints expelled from Jackson County. 1

14 February 1835 The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles organized in Kirtland, Ohio. (see D&C 107:23–24)

17 August 1835 The Doctrine and Covenants accepted as a standard work of the Church in 
Kirtland, Ohio. 1

27 March 1836 Kirtland Temple dedicated by Joseph Smith Jr. 2

3 April 1836 Jesus Christ appeared to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland 
Temple. (see D&C 110:1–10). Moses, Elias, and Elijah appeared and conveyed priesthood keys ( D&C 110:11–16)

26 January 1837 Michigan admitted as a state. 1

19  July 1837 Elder Heber C. Kimball and six others arrived in Liverpool, England, on the first 
overseas mission. 1

26 April 1838 Name of the Church specified by revelation. (see D&C 115:4)

4 July 1838 Iowa Territory Organized until it later became a state. 1

Chart 3: Sly-Gustin-Fuller-Cook Marriages
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1 December 1838          
16 April 1839

The Prophet Joseph Smith and others imprisoned at Liberty Jail in Liberty, 
Missouri. (see D&C 121–123)

1840 The Oregon Trail becomes established and the movement Westward starts. 1

15 August 1840 Baptism for the dead publicly announced by the Prophet Joseph Smith. 1

24 October  1841 Elder Orson Hyde dedicated Palestine for return of the children of Abraham. 1

17 March 1842 Female Relief Society organized in Nauvoo, Illinois. 1

4 May 1842 First full temple endowments given in Nauvoo, Illinois. 1

1844 1832-1844: This was a time when James and Jane Sly must have had a hard 
time having children.  James & Margaret Jane had lost their son David.  3, Map B1

9 March 1844

James Calvin Sly was baptized a member of the LDS Church in Lewiston, 
Niagara, New York 3,10, Map B3


James Calvin Sly was a great missionary for the church.  He was baptized into 
the church in Lewiston, Niagara, New York in March 1844.  He went to 
Canboro, Haldimand, Ontario, Canada and baptized the Fuller brothers, (Daniel 
and Isaac). (Journal of History of the Church).  When he returned as a 
missionary in 1855 he found these two brothers once again.  How great their 
reunion must have been.  Neva Pace Robinson Smith on the Fuller and Cook 
Families. 10, Map B2

27 April 1844 Calling: Branch Clerk Lewiston, Niagara, New York. 3, Map B3

27 June 1844 Joseph and Hyrum Smith martyred at Carthage Jail in Carthage, Illinois. (see D&C 
135)

November 1844
James Calvin Sly baptized Daniel Cook Jr. & his wife Mary Maria Fuller into the 
Church in Canboro, Haldimand, Ontario, Canada.  Margaret Jane Fuller Sly’s 
two brothers Daniel & Isaac Fuller were also baptized by James Calvin Sly.10, 
Map B2

December 1844

James Calvin Sly baptized Margaret Jane Fuller Sly’s brother Christopher and 
his wife Elizabeth Depotty Fuller into the LDS Church in Canboro, Haldimand, 
Ontario, Canada. They had a daughter Barbara Ellen Fuller who was about 1 
year of age.  Elizabeth had a child named William Bristol 4 yrs from a previous 
marriage. 10, Map B2

about 1845 Death of Elizabeth Brouwer Fuller in Lincoln, Niagara, Ontario, Canada.  She is 
the mother of Margaret Jane Fuller Sly. 3, Map B4, Chart 3

1845

James Calvin Sly, his wife Margaret Jane Fuller Sly, and her father David Fuller 
left Canada and moved to Nauvoo, Illinois. 1  This was just after the death of 
Joseph Smith Jr.  Brigham Young was going through succession problems and 
Nauvoo was a tough place to be if you were a Mormon.  Daniel Cook Jr family 
with wife Mary Maria Fuller and eleven of their 12 Children also went to Nauvoo 
9, Map C5, Chart 3
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Map C James Calvin Sly & Margaret Jane Fuller Midwest

July 1845
The War with Mexico starts. James K Polk sent General Zachary taylor to Texas 
and by October 3,500 Americans were ready to take by force the disputed 
land. 1

4 February 1846 Nauvoo Saints began crossing the Mississippi River to move west. Some 
Saints sailed from New York City for California on the ship Brooklyn. 1

about 1846

Marriage of Mary Ann Sly to James Depotty in Ontario, Canada.  Mary is the 
daughter of Margaret Jane Fuller Sly. Map B4 James is the brother of Elizabeth 
Depotty who married Christopher Fuller, a younger brother of Margaret Jane 
Sly.  They left Canada and immigrated to Nauvoo, Illinois. 3, Map C5, Depotty is spelled 
many different ways so I settled on Depotty, Chart 3

April 1846 Death of David Fuller in Nauvoo, Illinois, Margaret’s Jane’s father. 3, Map C5, Chart 3

1 May 1846 Nauvoo Temple dedicated by Orson Hyde. 2

1846

The saints including (James & Jane Sly) and Jane’s daughter and Son-in-Law 
(James Depotty and Mary Ann Sly) were driven out of Nauvoo and headed 
west to help establish the town of Kanesville, Iowa.   James Depotty and Mary 
Ann had two of their children born in Kanesville, where they stayed until about 
1850.10, Map C6, Chart 3

15 June 1846 The Oregon Boundary with Canada is established at the 49th parallel. 1 
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16 July 1846
In Kanesville James Calvin Sly enlisted in Mormon Battalion (MB).  He left his 
wife, stepdaughter & her husband.  Margaret Jane may have been very upset 
with his decision.10, Map C6, Chart 3

21 July 1846 The MB left from Kanesville, Iowa.   Kanesville (Counsel Bluffs) was just being 
formed by saints that had to flee for their lives from Nauvoo. Illinois. 3,10, Map C6  

1 August 1846
The MB reached Ft. Leavenworth Kansas on the Missouri Boarder.  They 
received a heavy backpack & a clothes allowance of $42. Most sent the money 
to their families to help in their migration west. 5, Map C7 

16 September 1846

The MB was proceeding southwest toward Mexico.  When they were almost 
due east of Pueblo they met a group of saints from Mississippi headed by 
Captain John Brown.   Some of the Battalion were very sick and along with 
Mississippi saints the first sick detachment left and went to Pueblo for 
recuperation with the intention of joining Brigham Young and the saints. 5, Map D

Map D: James Calvin Sly Mormon Battalion Routes 1846-1847

9-18 October 1846
Lt. Colonel A. J. Smith marched the MB to Santa Fe reaching there on the 9th 
and Leaving on the 18 October.  The second sick detachment left to go to 
Pueblo.  Lt Smith is replaced by Lt. Phillip St. George Cooke.  Please read a 
more detailed story about the forced march these men had to endure. 5, Map D

10 November 1846 When the MB reached the southern part of New Mexico a third detachment of 
the sick left and went to Pueblo. 5, Map D
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11 December 1846 The battle of the bulls near the Arizona-New Mexico boarder. 5, Map D

16 December 1846 The MB enters the city of Tucson. 5, Map D

28 December 1846 Iowa admitted as a state. 1

27 January 1847 The MB sighted the Pacific Ocean. 5, Map D

29 January 1847 The MB arrives in San Pascual a few miles north of San Diego.  5, Map D

3 February 1847              
6 April  1847 The MB was stationed at the San Luis Rey Mission. 5, Map D

April 1847 President Brigham Young’s pioneer company left Winter Quarters on the 
journey west. (see D&C 136)

                 16 July 
1847

The MB stationed at Ft. Moore (Los Angeles) where they were discharged one 
year from the time of their enlistment. 5, Map D

24 July 1847 President Brigham Young entered the Salt Lake Valley. 1

Fall 1847 James Calvin Sly with a number of discharged MB members traveled from Ft. 
Moore to an area near Sutter's Fort now Sacramento California. 6, Map D

6 October 1847
James Christopher Depotty was born in Kanesville, Pottawattamie, Iowa to his 
parents James Depotty and mother Mary Ann Sly.  Mary Ann’s stepfather 
James Calvin Sly was serving in the Mormon Battalion. Her mother Margaret 
Jane Fuller Sly was living in Kanesville. 3, Map C6, Chart 3

Fall 1847

James Calvin Sly wanted to go the Salt Lake Valley to meet with the Saints, but 
as his group scouted for a route through the Sierra Nevada Mountains they 
found it to be impassible.  They turned back to Sutter’s Fort, where Mr. Sutter 
gave the Mormon boys work.  James Calvin Sly and others built corals and a 
small ranch house where Sly Park is today.  It was named after James Calvin 
Sly.  6

2 November 1847
Death of Caleb B. Sly son of Joshua Sly & Sarah Tillotson.  Caleb is a step-
brother of James Calvin Sly, died in Mexico City.  He was probably a member 
of the United States Army in the Mexican war.  A very important battle 
happened there in the fall of 1847. 3

 24 January 1848  Gold was discovered by James W Marshall in Sutter Creek, Coloma, 
California. 1

24 January 1848
Gold was discovered at Coloma on the American River.  James Calvin was 
working on a mill at Natoma near Coloma at the time.  Even though gold was 
found the MB members were anxious to go to Salt Lake Valley. 6

2 February 1848 US wins the Mexican-American War, Treaty of Guadalupe is signed and Utah is 
ceded to the United States. 1
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1 May 1848

A company of 8 members was organized to build a road over the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains eastward.  They built it south of Placerville and then over 
the mountains. This Company consisted of David Browett, Captain; Ira J. Willis; 
James C. Sly; Israel Evens; Jacob G. Truman; Ezra Allen; J. R. Allred; 
Henderson Cox and Robert Pixton. 6

May June 1848 Crickets in the Salt Lake Valley devastated the crops. The fields were saved 
from complete destruction as flocks of seagulls consumed the crickets. 1

27 June 1848 Three of these men David Browett, Ezra Allen, and Henderson Cox were sent 
on a Scouting trip to find the best route.  They did not return. 6

2 July 1848                 
The Jonathan H Holmes/Samuel Thomsen Company (1848) of 44 men and 1 
woman including James Calvin Sly made their move to go over the Sierras. 39 
of the men were from the Mormon Battalion. 1, 6

19 July 1848
One of the Wagons broke down and while they were stopped they found a 
grave covered by rocks as they uncovered the grave they found the three men. 
They had been ambushed by Indians all three had been buried in the same 
grave.  This place is called Tragedy Springs. 6

6 September 1848

The company broke in to small groups of 10 when they reached the Carson 
Valley and James Calvin Sly was a captain of his group.  They entered Utah 
and went to the Weber Area.  From there they entered the Salt Lake Valley in 
September more than three years after leaving Kanesville and his wife Margaret 
Jane Fuller Sly. 6, Chart 3

Fall & Winter 
1848-1849

James Calvin Sly found a home in South Salt Lake Valley (probably close to 
where Gardner Village is today) and settled near the home of Thomas & Mary 
Peterson Gustin. The Gustin family from Indiana plays a large role in the life of 
James Calvin Sly. 3, Map E1, Chart 3

1849 The Provisional State of Deseret founded, and part of present day California, 
Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada, Wyoming & Colorado were included. 1

25 March 1849
Marriage of James Calvin Sly 42 to 3rd wife Susannah Gustin 17 in Salt Lake 
City, Utah Territory.  James enters into polygamy, because he was still married 
to Margaret Jane Fuller who was living in Kanesville, Iowa. They are the parents 
of seven children including Amos Gustin Sly. 3, Chart 3

25 June 1849
James Calvin Sly, Thomas Gustin and Wilmer Brunson left Salt Lake to go to 
the Gold Fields.  See the Pollock Pines Epic transcribed by Jeff M Sly from the 
journal of James Calvin Sly. 6

25 July 1849 James was at Sly Park east of Sacramento, California. 6

29 July 1849 At Daylys Ranch in Sacramento, California a distance of about 810 miles. 6

17 September 1849 Death of Thomas Gustin 48 in the Gold Fields of Sierra, California. 6
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8 October 1849
Joseph Calvin DePartee was born in Kanesville, Pottawattamie, Iowa to his 
parents James Depotty and Mary Ann Sly.  Mary Ann’s stepfather James Calvin 
Sly was hunting Gold in California with his father-in-law Thomas Gustin. Her 
mother Margaret Jane Fuller Sly was living in Kanesville. 3, Map C6, Chart 3

19 November 1849 The first 225 settlers lead by Isaac Morley settled in Sanpete County in the 
area where Manti is today. 3

23 November 1849 Goldfields: the water in the streams were high and all the mines were idle. 6

9 December 1849 Sunday School organized by Richard Ballantyne. 1

19 January 1850 Birth of Amos Gustin Sly the son of James Calvin Sly & Susannah Gustin in 
Salt lake Valley, Utah Territory. 3, Map E1, Chart 3

15 February 1850 Goldfields: “We had our gold stole from us which reduced us to poverty.” 6

17 February 1850 Goldfields: both James and Willmer were taken sick with scurvy and Wilmer 
Brunson died on the 17 February. 6

Spring 1850

About 4 years after James Sly left with the Mormon Battalion, Margaret Jane 
Sly 45, her daughter Mary Ann 20 & James Depotty 31 along with their two 
sons left Kanesville and went to Rockport, Atchinson, Missouri where they 
could prepare to go West with the Saints. They were still there in the US 
Census 1860.  Daniel Cook Jr., wife Mary Maria Fuller Cook and family and 
Margaret Jane’s brother’s Daniel Fuller and Isaac Fuller were also with them. 8,9, 
Chart 3

15 June 1850 Deseret News began publication in Salt Lake City. 1

20 June 1850                 

Justus Morse Company 1850 left Rockport, Missouri and arrived in the Salt 
Lake Valley after much dissension according the Journal of Luke Gallup 28 
husband of Lydia Cook 27.  Members: Daniel Cook Jr. 51, wife Mary Maria 
Fuller Cook 52, Daniel III 23, David 22, Catherine Ursula 18, James Nathaniel 
17, Thomas 16, Caroline 13, Hannah Elizabeth 11, Isaac 9.  An Older daughter 
Eliza Ann Cook had married & remained in Upper Canada.  Two other children 
Stephen and Mary Jane Cook had passed away before the Company left 
probably in Kanesville, Iowa.  This is the family that James Calvin Sly had 
baptized into the Church in Upper Canada. Daniel Fuller & Isaac Fuller brothers 
of Mary Fuller Cook were also in Missouri and were preparing to go back to 
Canada to convince their brother Christopher Fuller and his family to immigrate 
to Utah.1,3,10, Chart 3

2 October 1850 Arrival of the Jusus Morse Company in Salt Lake City, Utah Territory. 1

1850

US Census 1850 for Daniel Cook (52), wife Mary Maria Fuller (53), Daniel (25), 
David (23), Catherine (19), James 17, Thomas 16, Caroline 14, Hannah 12 and 
Isaac 10.  It shows them living in the Salt Lake Valley.  They were James 
Calvin Sly’s in-laws whom he had introduced to the LDS Church and probably 
were the family that had helped nurse him back to health when he was in 
Upper Canada working in 1830. 2, Map E1, Chart 3
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Map E: James Calvin Sly in Utah
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1850
• US Senate passes a bill that limits the size of the Deseret Territory & 

organizes the Utah Territory.

• The University of Deseret (University of Utah) is chartered. 

• The Deseret News starts 15 June. 2

17 August 1850            

James Calvin Sly 43 traveled from Sacramento (17 August 1850) to Salt Lake 
City (29 September 1850) in the Amasa M Lyman Company 1850 with 33 
other individuals.  This Company going east from Carson Valley over the desert 
passed hundreds of Gold Rush emigrants who were destitute, starving, and 
many of their animals had been driven off by Indians. 1, 3, 6

9 September 1850
The Utah Territory was organized by an Organic Act of Congress.  It included 
most of the state of Nevada, all of Utah, some of Wyoming and the western 
part of Colorado.  Brigham Young had envisioned a much larger Deseret State 
until the US Congress acted on this date. 3

9 September 1850 New Mexico Territory is formed. 1

9 September 1850 Utah Territory is formed. 1

9 September 1850 California admitted as a state. 1

29 September 1850 Arrival of the Amasa M Lyman Company 1850 in the Salt Lake Valley. 1, 3, 6

Fall 1850
After the exodus of Daniel Cook & Mary Maria’s family to SLC they then moved 
to the Tooele Valley.   Her brothers went back to Canada.  Margaret Jane Fuller 
Sly and her daughter Mary Ann Sly Depotty’s family stayed in Rockport, 
Missouri until they came west in about 1862. 10, Map E2, Chart 3

1851

Salt Creek (Nephi): The site along Salt Creek was a camping area on the 
Mormon Road to Southern California.  Mormon settlers established a 
settlement, which was  on Salt Creek.  The settlement retained the name Salt 
Creek until 1882 when the name was changed to Nephi. 3

April 1851 Daniel Cook and Mary Maria Fuller family moved to Provo from the Tooele 
Valley. 3, Map E3, Chart 3

29 April  1851
US Census 1850: (it was late, it commenced in April 1851) for Manti, Sanpete, 
Utah Territory.   It shows James Calvin Sly 44, wife Susannah Gustin 19 and 
son Amos Gustin Sly 1 yr. 3,2, Map E4, Chart 3

29 April  1851

US Census 1850: (it was late, it commenced in April 1851) for Manti, Sanpete, 
Utah Territory.  Thomas Gustin had died in the Goldfields and Amos Gustin was 
his oldest son.  This Census shows Amos Gustin 26, mother Mary 46, Thomas 
13, Mary 11, Nancy 9, George W 6, Alma 2 living next door to James Calvin 
and Susannah Sly. 2, Map E4, Chart 3
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18 April 1851
Birth of Elizabeth Lodema Jane Depotty in Rockport, Atchison Missouri.  Her 
parents were James Depotty and Mary Ann Sly.   Mary’s mother Margaret Jane 
Fuller Sly was living in Rockport, while James Calvin Sly was back from a tragic 
trip to the Gold Fields and living in Sanpete, Utah Territory. 3, Map C8, Chart 3

 Fall 1851

Summit City (Santaquin), one of the early settlements along the Salt Lake 
Road, was originally settled in late 1851. It was originally named Summit City 
because of its location at the summit of the divide between Utah Valley and 
Juab Valley. Summit City was settled by pioneers who were helping settle 
nearby Payson to the north. Called Summit City until 1856. 3

1852 LDS Church authorities (publicly acknowledge) the doctrine of plural marriage.2

15 April 1852 Birth of Lodemia Sly the daughter of James Calvin Sly and Susannah Gustin in 
Manti, Sanpete, Utah Territory. 3, Chart 3

July 1852 Daniel Cook & Mary Maria Fuller family moved to Salt Creek (Nephi) from 
Provo, Utah Territory. 3, Map E5, Chart 3

4 August 1852 LDS Endowment James Calvin Sly to Susannah Gustin in the Endowment 
House Salt Lake City. 3, Chart 3

15 September 1852
Marriage of Amos C Gustin 28, to Catherine Ursula Cook 20, in Provo, Utah 
Territory.  Catherine Ursula Cook is the daughter of Daniel Cook Jr and Mary 
Maria Fuller a sister of James’ 2nd wife Margaret Jane Fuller. 3, Map E3, Chart 3

1852 Juab County was founded in 1852, Salt Creek (Nephi) was the main town. 3

17 June 1853

Growing tension between the Mormon settlers and the Ute Indians resulted in 
the Walker War. The war was sparked on July 17, 1853 by a confrontation with 
James Walker Ivie in Springville in Utah Valley. It resulted in the death of a band 
member, Shower-O-Cats, a relative of Walkara. The Indians wanted to trade 
goods near Ivie's home, when Ivie tried to intervene in an argument over a 
trade between a Ute and his wife. Ivie wounded several of the Indians and one 
died. When Ivie would not comply with Indian requests for compensation, 
believing that he acted in self-defense, tension between Mormon settlers and 
the Utes reached its peak. 2

1853 Summit City was abandoned because of the Walker War and it became the 
home of the Indians. 2

1853
• LDS Church begins the construction of the Salt Lake Temple.

• The Walker War with the Ute Indians begins over slavery among the 

Indians2

18 July 1853

A militia unit went to Walkara's camp in Payson to work out a peaceful 
resolution; however, no arrangement was agreed upon. The Utes demanded 
retribution, seeking the death of a Euro-American. When the Mormons refused,
[19] the Ute shot and killed Alexander Keele on July 18, 1853 in Payson, Utah. 
This event was the tipping point in the relations between the two groups. 2

�14



4 October 1853
Birth of Mary Angelena Depotty in Rockport, Atchison Missouri.  Her parents 
were James Depotty and Mary Ann Sly.   Mary Ann’s mother Margaret Jane 
Fuller Sly was living in Rockport, Missouri. 3, Map C8, Chart 3

 About 1853
Sometime in 1853 James Depotty left his family and went to California.  He 
joined the US Military in California.  He did not join the Church and later in 
about 1870 he was killed by Bushwhackers in New Mexico. 8, Chart 3

Spring 1853

James Calvin & Susannah had moved from Manti to a new and growing 
community called Salt Creek (Nephi), Utah Territory.  Mary Peterson Gustin 
and her family after the death of her husband Thomas had moved there also.  
They may have been some of the first families to settle in Salt Creek.  There is a 
plaque in Nephi stating Mary Peterson Gustin was the oldest resident pioneer 
in Salt Creek when she died in 1865. 3, Map E5, Chart 3

22 July 1853

As Isaac Morley was traveling through Salt Creek he learned that there were 
Indian Uprising near Payson and Salt Creek. “Since a number of cattle had 
been stolen by Indians in Nephi, the animals were located and [page 190] 
brought back to town by Charles Hancock, a scout. [Note 44. Carter, ed., 
Treasures of Pioneer History, III, p. 295.]  When Morley left, the Indians, who 
were lurking around Nephi, had not attacked.   James C. Sly, however, was 
wounded by his own night guard.  The accident occurred when James Sly 
crawled up to test the night guard who challenged Sly with the sign; the 
aggressor accepted with the countersign, but was shot when the guard did not 
hear him.” 16,17, Map E5

1854 Grasshopper plague damaged crops. 1

27 March 1854 Birth of James Calvin Sly Jr. son of James Calvin Sly and Susannah Gustin in 
Salt Creek (Nephi), Juab, Utah Territory. 3, Map E5, Chart 3

11 May 1854

Chicken Creek: The Walker War ended through this understanding personally 
negotiated between Young and Walkara that was finalized in May 1854 in 
Chicken Creek which at the time was a camping site for Ute Indians. About 19 
white people and many Indians had been killed.  Although immediate hostilities 
ended, none of the underlying conflicts were resolved. These conflicts lead to 
the Black Hawk War about 10 years later. 2

8  June 1854
Gadsden Purchase signed April 1854 netted Mexico 10 Million Dollars allowed 
the US to obtain Southern Arizona and Southwestern New Mexico.  The 
Nebraska & Kansas Territories were formed from the upper half of Indian 
Territory. 1

1854

Ephraim: “In 1854, a Fort called "Little fort" was built on one and one-half 
acres of ground located approximately three-fourths of a block north of Center 
Street,

and about on hundred feet east of Main Street, just about straight across the

street from BEHUNIN's dug-out.” 1
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 April 1854                      

James Calvin Sly 47 mission to Upper Canada with his Brother-in-Law Amos 
Gustin 30.  Amos had married Catherine Ursula Cook daughter of Daniel Cook 
Jr & Mary Fuller. The two missionaries wanted to expedite the Fuller Families’ 
exodus to Utah.   Isaac & Daniel Fuller had been baptized  by James Calvin Sly.  
When the Daniel Cook Jr & Mary Maria Fuller family left in 1850 to go to SLC 
these two Fuller brothers had left Rockport, Missouri to go to Upper Canada to 
convince their brother Christopher Fuller, wife  Elizabeth DePotty & family to 
come with the saints to Utah. 6, 10, Chart 3

November 1854
Salt Creek Fort (Nephi) about 3 blocks square.  The original wall composed of 
gravel, mud and straw was 12 feet High 6 feet wide at the bottom and 2.5 feet 
wide at the top.  It had gates in the North and South Walls. 3

5 May 1855 Endowment House dedicated by Heber C. Kimball. 2

1855

“In 1855, close to the arrival of many immigrants into Ephraim, the larger fort

covering seventeen and one-half acres was built at a cost of $12,000 (twelve

thousand dollars). This Fort included all of the block east of Main Street and

north of First North. This Fort was named "Fort Ephraim" by one of the

builders, who was PETER MADSEN (grandfather of the writer of this history.”1

2 June 1855

From a letter recorded in the Journal of History, 2 June 1855 evidently was 
referring to Isaac and his brother, Daniel Fuller, when James C. Sly wrote the 
following to the Editor of the Luminary Newspaper, in St. Louis, Missouri:  
"........The brethren that are to leave Canada for the West will organize in the 
vicinity of Council Bluffs between now and next spring, when we hope to have 
a goodly company to cross the plains to join our branch in the Valley of 
Ephraim........" 12   Christopher, his family and his brother Daniel instead of going 
to Kanesville they journeyed to Rockport to prepare to come west with his 
sister Martha Jane Fuller Sly and her family. 3, Map C8, Chart 3

July 1855

As their mission was concluding in Canada, James made his way down to 
Rockport, Missouri where his wife Margaret Jane Fuller and her daughter’s 
family were located.  James met with great opposition from his wife Margaret 
Jane due to the fact he had been away for over 9 years and he had become a 
polygamous when he married Susannah Gustin.  They never did get back 
together.  He found at that time that his stepdaughter Mary Ann Sly Depotty’s 
husband James Depotty never did join the church and had left his family for 
California. James Depotty had joined the Union Cavalry in California and was 
killed in 1870 at Apache Springs, New Mexico by Mexican bushwhackers. 10, 
Map C8, Chart 3

28 July 1855                  

Isaac Allred Freight Train 1855 consisted of 61 people and 38 wagons.  It left 
Mormon Grove, Kansas (near Atchison).   James Calvin Sly was one of the 61.  
His brother-in-law Amos Gustin must have taken another route.  Thomas and 
Matilda Stolworthy ancestors of my mother Reva Black Slye were also part of 
that company. 1

2 November 1855 Isaac Allred Freight Train 1855 arrived in November 1855 in Salt Lake City, 
Utah Territory. 1 
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19 January 1856
Marriage 4 James Calvin Sly 49 to 4th wife Nancy Bruster Gustin 14 in Salt 
Lake City, Utah Territory Old Nephi Ward Minutes. They are the parents  of four 
children. 3

30 August 1856 Birth of Mary Catherine Sly the daughter of James Calvin Sly and Susannah 
Gustin in Salt Creek (Nephi), Juab, Utah Territory. 3, Map E5, Chart 3

October 1856 Willie and Martin handcart companies detained by early snowstorms. Found by 
rescue party from the Salt Lake Valley. 1

19 November 1956 Death of James Calvin Sly Jr (2) the son of James Calvin Sly & Susannah 
Gustin Salt Creek, Juab, Utah Territory. 3, Map E6, His burial is in the same place, Chart 3

1856 Summit City was renamed Santaquin for the son of Guffich a local native 
chieftain friendly to the settlers. 3

11 September 1857 Mountain Meadow Massacre near Enterprise, Utah Territory. 3

November 1857 Johnson’s Army wintered at Fort Bridge, bringing  Alfred Cumming to replaced 
Brigham Young as the territorial governor. 3

1857
(1857-1858) Brigham Young is removed as governor by President James 
Buchanan who sends a 2500-man military force to accompany the new 
governor Alfred Cummins to the territory, starting the Utah War. 2

May 1857                    
Utah War: (May 1857-July 1858). There were some casualties, but the war had 
no major battles.  As Johnson’s Army was headed to Utah, Brigham Young 
asked people to move south from the Salt Lake Valley.  Some of those people 
settled in Chicken Creek, Utah Territory. 2   

March 1858
Settlers in the northern counties of Utah including SLC boarded up their homes 
and farms and began to move south leaving small groups of boys/men behind 
to burn the settlements if necessary. The movement may have included 30,000 
people. 2

about 1858
Apparently James Calvin Sly and his two Gustin wives moved from Chicken 
Creek to Santaquin, Utah Territory where each of them had a child in 1858. 3, 
Map E8

16 September 1858 Birth of Thomas Jefferson Gustin Sly son of James Calvin Sly and Susannah 
Gustin in Santaquin, Utah, Utah Territory. 3, Map E8, Chart 3

5 December 1858 Birth of Nancy Elizabeth Sly daughter of James Calvin Sly and Nancy Bruster 
Gustin in Santaquin, Utah, Utah Territory. 3

1859 Moroni was founded by George Washington Bradley who was bishop there for 
18 years. 3

14 February 1859 Oregon admitted as a state. 1

1860 Two families from Salt Creek (Nephi)i established a ranch on Chicken Creek.  It 
was located 14 miles south of Salt Creek. 3

January 1860 James Calvin Sly with his two wives Susannah & Nancy Bruster Gustin moved 
from Santaquin to Moroni, Utah Territory. Speculation, Map E9, Chart 3
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21 February 1860 Birth of Solomon George Sly son of James Calvin Sly and Nancy Bruster 
Gustin in Moroni, Sanpete, Utah Territory. 3

April 1860 Pony-Express (1860-1891) 3

1860
Probably in response to the continued trouble with Indians James moved both 
of his families to Fort Ephraim for safety.  Both families are shown in the US 
Census 1860 as being at Fort Ephraim. 2, Map E7

1860 US Census 1860 shows the population of: Santaquin 168, Salt Creek (Nephi) 
672, Ephraim 910, Manti 913 and Moroni 703. 3

18 June 1860
US Census 1860 in Fort Ephraim, Sanpete, Utah Territory.  Shows James 
Calvin Sly 53, wife # 3 Susanna Gustin 28, Amos 10, Lodemia 7, Mary 
Catherine 4, Thomas 2.  Wife # 4 Nancy Bruster Gustin 18, Eliza 3, Solomon 0. 
2, Map E7, Chart 3

26 July 1860
US Census 1860: Shows Christopher 42, wife Elizabeth 41, Barbara 17, Mary 
14, Martha 12, Isaac 10, Dani 6. living in Rockport, Atchison, Missouri. 2, Map C8, 
Chart 3

26 July 1860
US Census 1860 shows Daniel Fuller 63, his Sister Margaret Jane Fuller Sly 59, 
Mary Ann Sly Depotty 33, James Depotty 13, Joseph Depotty 11, Elizabeth 
Depotty 9 & Mary Angela Depotty 7 living in Rockport, Atchison, Missouri. 2, Map 
C8, Chart 3

18 August 1860 US Census 1860 for Daniel Cook 61, wife Mary 62, James 26 & Isaac Cook 19 
living in Salt Creek (Nephi), Utah Territory. 2, Map E5, Chart 3

1861 Telegraph service began in Tooele County. 1, 2

1861 Reduction in the size of the Utah Territory, by the creation of Nevada & 
Colorado Territories. 3

1861 Somewhere around 1861 the James Calvin Sly families moved back to Moroni 
from Fort Ephraim. Speculation, Map E9, Chart 3

29 January 1861 Kansas admitted as a state. 1

4 March 1861 Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated the 16th President of the United States. 1

15 March 1861 Birth of Susannah Sly daughter of James Calvin Sly & Susannah Gustin in 
Moroni, Sanpete, Utah Territory. 3, Map E9, Chart 3

12 April 1861 The Civil War starts.  The South Declares War on the North and attacks Fort 
Sumter in South carolina. 1

9 April 1862 Birth of Calvina Sly daughter of James Calvin Sly & Nancy Bruster Gustin in 
Moroni, Sanpete, Utah Territory. 3
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1862

The Fullers and Depotty families left Rockport, Missouri and traveled to 
Florence (Omaha) Nebraska.  Daniel Fuller 65, Stepbrother Christopher Fuller 42, 
his wife Elizabeth Depotty Fuller 40, Stepson William Bristol 22, Barbara Ellen 
Fuller 19, Isaac Fuller 14, Daniel Fuller 7, and Margaret Jane Fuller (Sly) her 
Daughter Mary Ann Sly Depotty 32, Children: James Depotty 15, Joseph 
Depotty 13, Elizabeth Lodemia Depotty 11, and Mary Angelena Depotty 9. 3, 
Chart 3

1862 Fort Douglas was established when 750 Volunteers came from California 
during the Civil War. 3

14 June 1862                 Lewis Brunson Company 1862.  The Fuller and Depotty families outfitted & 
left Florence (Omaha) Nebraska 48 Wagons and 212 people. 1, Chart 3

29 August 1862 Lewis Brunson Company 1862 arrives in the Salt Lake Valley.  They settled 
soon after in Salt Creek (Nephi), Juab, Utah Territory. 1, Map E5

1 January 1863 Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing the Slaves. 1

1863 Siliver and Lead discovered in Bingham Canyon.  Mining began in earnest and 
brought minority communities to Utah. 1, 3

29 January 1863 Bear River Massacre. 3

1863

If the birthdates and places are right for Daniel Sly and Mary Jane Sly then 
James Calvin Sly and Susannah moved from Manti to Chicken Creek and 
Nancy and her family stayed in Moroni.  James Calvin Sly may have wanted to 
live closer to his second wife Margaret Jane and his stepdaughter Mary Ann 
Sly Depotty.  Also he had a big hand in bringing the Christopher Fuller family 
and his stepbrother Daniel Fuller to Utah. Speculation, Map E6, Chart 3

7 November 1863 Birth of Daniel Samuel Sly son of James Calvin Sly and Susannah Gustin in 
Chicken Creek, Juab, Utah Territory. 3, Map E6, Chart 3

1864 By 1864 Chicken Creek had grown into a settlement and had acquired its own 
post office. 3

15 June 1864 Birth of Mary Jane Sly daughter of James Calvin Sly and Nancy Bruster Gustin 
in Moroni, Sanpete, Utah Territory. 3

21 August 1864 Death of James Calvin Sly (57) in Chicken Creek, Juab, Utah Territory. 3, Map E6, 
Chart 3

September, 1864 Burial of James Calvin Sly 1864. Chicken Creek, Utah Territory. No trace of the 
grave exists today.  3, James Calvin Sly Diary, kept by Susannah after the death of James, Chart 3

1865
Approximately 100 Settlers and an unknown number of American Indians were 
killed during the Black Hawk Indian War (1865-1867) Attacks primarily occurred 
in the Sanpete and Sevier Valley causing the temporary abandonment of a 
number of settlements. 3

1865 The forced removal of the Ute Indians from Utah Valley to the Uinta Basis. 3
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22 January 1865
Marriage of Susannah Gustin Sly 33 to Seth Ollerton 39 in Chicken Creek, 
Juab, Utah Territory.  Seth had immigrated here from Great Britain.  He lost his 
wife Jane Rogerson in 1864 the same year that James Calvin Sly had passed 
away. Seth and Jane had 8 children, but only 5 were still Alive. 3, Map E6

about 1865
After James Calvin Sly’s death Nancy Bruster Gustin Sly moved to Chicken 
Creek from Moroni, because she is mentioned in the following article in the 
Deseret News. 2

9 May 1865 The Civil War Concludes and Abraham Lincoln was assassinated.  
Reconstruction of the South occurs. 1

26 June 1865

Not much is known about the community of Chicken Creek.  An article in the 
Desert News reads: “On June 26, 1865 the following settlers of Chicken Creek 
petitioned the Church Authorities for a branch organization:  Martin Rollins, 
Edsil Elmer, George Ellison, William Morgan, Robert Rollins, Seth Ollerton, 
Antomina Tidwell, Nancy Sly, Norman Wilson Hartley, Frederick Green, Jiner 
Palmer, Charles Dalton, and James Kettleman made up the group. These 
people and others had built homes at Chicken Creek. They had planted 
gardens, orchards, and fields of wheat. 4

19 September 1865
Death of Mary Peterson Gustin 60 daughter of John Peterson & Elizabeth 
Wills in Salt Creek, Juab, Utah Territory.  She is buried in Nephi, Juab, Utah.  
Mary is the mother of Susannah Gustin Sly. 3

27 September 1865 Death of Mary Jane Sly (1) old daughter of James Calvin Sly and Nancy Bruster 
Gustin in Chicken Creek, Utah Territory. 3

1865
Marriage of Richard Perry Soper 32 & Nancy Gustin Sly 23 in Ophir, Tooele, 
Utah Territory.  They had two Children Richard Perry Soper born 1866 and 
William Soper born 1870. 3

21 April 1866 The Circleville Massacre. 3

28 November 1866 Birth of Mary Jane Ollerton daughter of Seth Ollerton & Susannah Gustin Sly in 
Chicken Creek, Juab, Utah Territory. 3, Map E6 

30 March 1867 Alaska is Purchased from Russia & Nebraska was admitted as a state. 1

28 May 1867 Death of Daniel Samuel Sly (4) son of James Calvin Sly & Susannah Gustin in 
Chicken Creek, Utah Territory. 3, Map E6

1867 Burial of Daniel Samuel Sly (4) son of James Calvin Sly & Susannah Gustin in 
Levan, Juab, Utah Territory. 3

17 March 1868 Death of Mary Jane Ollerton (1.5) daughter of Seth & Susannah Gustin Ollerton, 
in Chicken Creek, Utah Territory. 3, Map E6

27 April 1868 The town of Levan was established upstream 3 miles northeast of Chicken 
Creek.  First settlers arrived when William Dye located on block 34. 3
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20 May 1868 Birth of Edward Josiah Ollerton son of Seth Ollerton & Susannah Gustin Sly in 
Levan, Juab, Utah Territory. 3, Map E10

June 1868

Amos Gustin Sly 18 was part of the Daniel D. McArthur Company.  Daniel 
led a group of out-and-back teamsters to Benton, Wyoming. They left Salt 
Lake in mid-June, traveling east by way of Parley's Canyon, where they 
encountered a blinding spring blizzard. It also took them a full day to swim their 
herd of oxen across the Green River, which was swollen from the spring runoff. 
They reached the end-of-track terminus of Benton in July and waited about six 
weeks for the emigrants, most of whom had crossed the Atlantic on the 
steamship Colorado. It took the emigrants about a week to travel from New 
York to the outfitting place on the train. The emigrants arrived in Benton, where 
they met their teamsters on August 7 and left a week later. The company 
included 411 passengers and 61 wagons. Twenty-five of the wagons were 
loaded with goods destined for stores in Salt Lake, including the new Zion's 
Cooperative Mercantile Institution. They traveled in a northwesterly direction 
from Benton through Whiskey Gap and northward from there until they reached 
the Sweetwater River and joined the old emigrant road. They arrived in Salt 
Lake on September 2. Seven people, mostly young children, died en route. 1, 
The transcontinental railroad was still under construction & the tracts terminated in Wyoming. Chart 3

1868 The Territory of Utah was reduced by the creation of the Territory of Wyoming. 3

29 October 1868 Death of Mary Maria Fuller Cook (70) sister-in-law of James Calvin Sly in Salt 
Creek (Nephi), Utah Territory. 3, Map E5, Chart 3

1869 Between 1869 and 1876 about 200 pitched battles between Indians & the US 
Calvary occurred. 1

19 March 1869 Death of Margaret Jane Fuller Sly (64) in Salt Creek (Nephi), Juab, Utah 
Territory. Jane was James Calvin Sly’s 2nd Wife. 3, Map E5, Chart 3

10 May 1869
• Completion of the world’s first transcontinental railroad was celebrated at 

Promontory where the Central Pacific and Union Pacific Railroads met on 
10 May 1869.  It is now known as the Golden Spike National Historic Site. 2


• John Wesley Powell explores the Colorado River. 2

13 September 1869 Marriage of Oliver Harris & Lodemia Sly in the Endowment House, Salt Lake 
City, Utah.  They are the parents of thirteen children. 3

28 November 1869 Young Ladies’ Retrenchment Association organized, forerunner of the Young 
Women program. 1

13 July 1870

US Census 1870 in Levan, Juab, Utah Territory shows Seth Ollerton 42, wife 
Susannah Gustin Sly 38, Children Amos Sly 20, Mary C Ollerton 14, Thomas J 
Sly 12, Susannah Sly 9, Edward Sly 2, Seth Ollerton 20, Ellen Ollerton 18, 
James Ollerton 14, William Ollerton 10. 2, Map E10, Chart 3

1871 Dedication of the First Catholic Church in Salt Lake City, Utah Territory (St. 
Mary Madeleine) 2
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Chart 2: Sly-Morgan-Neilson Families

28 June 1872
Marriage of Nancy Bruster Gustin Sly Soper 30 to Charles Appleby 36 in Ophir, 
Toole, Utah Territory.  While in Ophir Marinda, Curlis, and Alonzo Appleby were 
born. 3

1873 Poland Act passed in Congress making it legal to prosecute Mormons for 
practicing polygamy. 2

2 January 1873 Marriage of Amos Gustin Sly 23 & Jane Nelson Morgan 24 in Levan, Utah.  
They are the parents of seven children 3, Chart 3 & 2

23 September 1874
Marriage of George Fredrick Hofheins 19 & Mary Catherine Sly 18 in the 
Endowment House in Salt Lake City, Utah.  They are the parents of nine 
children. 3
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1874
A second anti-polygamy bill, the Poland Act, was passed, limiting the 
jurisdiction of probate courts, thus forcing members of the Church to be tried in 
federal courts. 3

11 February 1875 Birth of George Ollerton son of Seth Ollerton & Susannah Gustin Sly in Levan, 
Juab, Utah Territory.  He died two days later in 1875. 3, Map E10

10 June 1875 Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Association organized, forerunner of the 
Young Men program. 1

5 December 1875 Death of Daniel Cook Jr. (77) brother-in-law of James Calvin Sly in Salina, 
Sevier, Utah Territory. 3, Chart 3

2 February 1876 National League Baseball founded. 1

25 June 1876 Sioux & Cheyenne defeat Custer at Little Big Horn, Montana. 1

6 April 1877 St. George Temple dedicated by Daniel H Wells. 2

6 April 1877 President Brigham Young received revelation to set in order the priesthood 
organization and stakes of Zion. 1

29 August 1877 Death of Brigham Young in Salt Lake City, Utah Territory. 1

25 August 1878 Aurelia Spencer Rogers held the first Primary meeting in Farmington, Utah. 1

 1878
Nancy Bruster Gustin Sly Soper & Charles Appleby moved from Ophir, Toole, 
Utah Territory to Lander Wyoming where Susie, Ernest, Archibald, & Ethel 
Appleby were born. 3

1879 First Telephone service established in Ogden. 2

1880
In the Decade of the 1880’s Mormons primarily from Utah, Idaho & Arizona 
established communities in Sonora & Chihuahua, Mexico and also Alberta, 
Canada. 3

8 March 1880 Marriage of Thomas Jefferson Gustin Sly 22 & Catherine Banks Patterson 27 in 
Levan, Utah.  They are the parents of five children. 3, Chart 3

after 1880

The US Census 1880 shows Mary Ann Sly Depotty 50 was living with her son 
Joseph and his family in Nez Perce, Idaho.  I can’t find any information about 
her after that time so I assume she passed away in Idaho some time after that 
Census was taken. 3, She if the stepdaughter of Jame Calvin Sly and the daughter of his second wife 
Margaret Jane Fuller.

2  June 1880 US Census 1880 for Levan, Juab, Utah shows Seth Ollerton 51, wife Susannah 
Ollerton 48, child Edward J Ollerton 12 and a nephew John Dale 3. 3, Map E10

10 October 1880 John Taylor sustained as President of the Church. The Pearl of Great Price 
accepted as a standard work. 1

19 August 1881 Marriage of Charles Kittle Barnum 26 & Susannah Sly 20 in Fort Wingate, 
McKinley, New Mexico   They are the parents of six children. 3
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1882 Edmunds-Tucker Act passed by Congress making it unlawful to cohabitant. 2

1882 The settlement of Salt Creek had its name changed to Nephi and a post office 
was established. 3

14 April 1883 Revelation given to President John Taylor on the organization of the Seventy. 1

17 May 1884 Logan Temple dedicated by John Taylor. 2

17 May 1884 Alaska Territory Organized as the District of Alaska. 1

04 September 1886 Geronimo (Apache) surrenders after 15 years. 1

28 October 1886 Dedication of the Statue of Liberty. 1

1887 Edmunds-Tucker Act passed by Congress  had far reaching tenants designed 
to abolish polygamy. 2

21 May 1888 Manti Temple dedicated by Lorenzo Snow. 2

18 January 1889 Death of Jane Nelson Morgan Sly, wife of Amos Gustin Sly in Aurora, Sevier, 
Utah Territory. 3, Chart 3

7 April 1889 Wilford Woodruff sustained as President of the Church. 1

2 July 1890 Sherman Antitrust Act. 1

3 July 1890 Idaho admitted as a state. 1

10 July 1890 Wyoming admitted as a state. 1

6 October 1890
After receiving revelation President Wilford Woodruff issued the Manifesto, 
which was accepted by the Church as authoritative and binding on October 6, 
1890. This led to the end of the practice of plural marriage in the Church. 1

6 April 1893 President Wilford Woodruff dedicated the Salt Lake Temple after 40 years of 
construction. 2

29 September 1894 Death of Lodemia Sly daughter of Joshua F Sly & Eiliza in Ventura, California. 3, 
She is the full sister to Jame Calvin Sly.

1896 • Utah becomes the 45th State on 4 January. 1

• Heber Manning Wells is inaugurated as first Governor. 2

18 May 1896 Supreme Court rules “separate but equal” is legal. 1

12 August 1897 Death of Christopher Fuller 79 in Nephi, Juab, Utah.  He is a half-brother to 
Margaret Jane Fuller Sly. 3, Map E5, Chart 3

26 October 1897 Death of Seth Ollerton 71, husband of Susannah Gustin Sly Ollerton in 
Thatcher, Graham, Arizona. 3

12 August 1898
Spanish American War. April to August of 1898.  On 12 August 1898 Spain 
agreed to grant independence to Cuba and hand over Guam, Puerto Rico & the 
Philippines to the United States. 1 

12 August 1898 Hawaii is annexed. 1
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13 September 1898 Lorenzo Snow became President of the Church. 1


1899 Guam, Phillipines, Puerto Rico are annexed. 1

17 May 1899 President Lorenzo Snow received revelation in St. George, Utah, prompting him 
to emphasize tithing. 1

20 June 1900
US Census 1900 for Thatcher, Arizona, United States shows Edward Ollerton 
32, wife Cragie Ollerton 23, and children Frank Ollerton 5, Willie Ollerton 4 and 
his mother Susannah Sly Ollerton 68. 2

6 September 1901
President William McKinley was shot in Buffalo, New York by an anarchist.  Five 
Civilized Tribes granted U S Citizenship. Theodore Roosevelt became President 
of the United States. 1

17 October 1901 Joseph F. Smith became President of the Church. 18

1902 Theodore Roosevelt begins conservation of forests. 1

3 November 1903 U S behind “uprising” separating Panama from Colombia; Panama leases 
canal zone to US. 1

1906 Open Pit Copper mining began in Bingham Canyon. 1

3 March 1910 Death of Elizabeth Depotty Fuller 89 in Nephi, Juab Utah. She is the wife of 
Christopher Fuller. 3, Map E5

19 May 1910
US Census 1910 for Beaver, Beaver, Utah, United States shows Thomas J Sly, 
wife Catherine Banks Patterson, children Dale 28, Ray 22, Thomas D 19 and 
Susannah Ollerton 78 mother of Thomas J Sly. 2, Chart 3

1911 Strawberry Reservoir is completed.

6 January 1912 New Mexico are admitted as state. 1

14 February 1912 Arizona is admitted as state. 1

1914 Auto racing on Bonneville Salt Flats. 1

15 August 1914 Panama Canal completed. 1 

1915 State Capitol Building is completed. 2

7 May 1915 Death of Amos Gustin Sly the son of James Calvin Sly & Susannah Gustin in 
Delta, Millard, Utah. 3, Chart 3 & 2

10 May 1915 Burial of Amos Gustin Sly the son of James Calvin Sly & Susannah Gustin in 
Levan, Juab, Utah. 3, Chart 3 & 2

6 April 1917 6 April 1917 the US declares war on Germany.  World War I. Selective Service 
Act creates the Draft. Black’s migrate north and west. 1

3 October 1918 President Joseph F. Smith received the vision of the redemption of the dead (see 
D&C 138)
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23 November 1918 Heber J. Grant became President of the Church. 1

1919 Zions National Park dedicated. 1

20 June 1919
Death of Susannah Gustin Sly Ollerton (87) daughter of Thomas Jefferson 
Gustin & Mary Peterson in North Creek, Beaver Utah. 3  She was living in the 
home of of her son Thomas Jefferson Gustin Sly at the time of her death.  
Susannah is James Calvin Sly’s 3rd wife. 3, Chart 3

21 June 1919 Burial of Susannah Gustin Sly Ollerton 87 daughter of Thomas Jefferson 
Gustin & Mary Peterson in Beaver Cemetery, Beaver, Beaver, Utah. 3, Chart 3

28 June 1919 Versailles Peace Treaty brought World War I to a close. 1

13 September 1919 Death of Oliver Harris 72 son of John Harris & Lovina Eiler in San Marcos, San 
Diego, California. 3, He is the husband of Lodemia Sly

17 September 1919 Burial of Oliver Harris 72 son of John Harris & Lovina Eiler in San Diego, San 
Diego, California. 3

27 November 1919 Laie Hawaii Temple dedicated by Heber J Grant. 2

4 December 1924 Death of Catherine Banks Patterson Sly 71 daughter of Andrew Patterson & 
Jane McGill Neilson in Milford, Beaver, Utah. 3, She is the wife of Thomas Jefferson Sly, Chart 3

7 December 1924 Burial of Catherine Banks Patterson Sly 71 daughter of Andrew Patterson & 
Jane McGill Neilson in Mountain View Cemetery, Beaver, Beaver, Utah.  3, Chart 3

9 October 1925
Death of George Fredrick Hofheins 70 son of Jacob Hofheins & Amanda 
Lucretia Braffett probably in Albuquerque, Bernalillo, New Mexico. 3, He is the 
husband of Mary Catherine Sly

October 1925
Burial of George Fredrick Hofheins 70 son of Jacob Hofheins & Amanda 
Lucretia Braffett in Albuquerque, Bernalillo, New Mexico. 3 He is the husband of Mary 
Catherine Sly

20 December 1926 Death of Nancy Bruster Gustin Sly Soper Appleby (84) in Lander, Fremont, 
Wyoming, United States.  Nancy is James Calvin Sly’s 4th Wife. 3

11 January 1927 Death of Mary Catherine Sly Hofheins 71 daughter of James Calvin Sly & 
Susannah Gustin in Albuquerque, Bernalillo, New Mexico. 3

January 1927
Burial of Mary Catherine Sly Hofheins 71 daughter of James Calvin Sly & 
Susannah Gustin in Fairview Memorial  Park, Albuquerque, Bernalillo, New 
Mexico. 3

23 August 1927 Death of Thomas Jefferson Sly 69 the son of James Calvin Sly & Susannah 
Gustin in Milford, Beaver, Utah.  3

26 August 1927 Burial of Thomas Jefferson Sly 69 the son of James Calvin Sly & Susannah 
Gustin in Mountain View Cemetery, Beaver, Beaver, Utah.  3

14 May 1933 Death of Charles Kittle Barnum 78 son of Charles David Barnum & Nancy 
Kettle in Phoenix, Maricopa, Arizona. 3, He is the husband of Susannah Sly
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19 May 1933 Burial of Charles Kittle Barnum 78 son of Charles David Barnum & Nancy Kettle 
in Twin Butted Cemetery, Tempe, Arizona. 3

31 December 1936 Death of Lodemia Sly Harris 84 daughter of James Calvin Sly & Susannah 
Gustin in Phoenix, Maricopa, Arizona. 3

5 January 1937 Burial of Lodemia Sly Harris 84 daughter of James Calvin Sly & Susannah 
Gustin in San Diego, San Diego, California. 3

17 April 1953 Death of Susannah Sly Barnum 92 daughter of James Calvin Sly & Susannah 
Gustin in Phoenix, Maricopa, Arizona. 3

20 April 1953 Burial of Susannah Sly Barnum 92 daughter of James Calvin Sly & Susannah 
Gustin in Tempe, Maricopa, Arizona. 3

Sources for Jame Calvin Sly & 4 Wives 

1 Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel Database-Church History.

2 United States Census Records

3 Details page in Family Search Family Tree.

4

Letter dated 16 May 1830 from Mary Bassett Sly to her parents Nehemiah & 
Mary Lawson Bassett.  Mary and her son Nehemiah Sly were living in Lockport, 
New York and the letter was sent to her parents living in Lenawee County, 
Michigan.  This digital letter and transcription by Karen Winfield is found in 
family tree memories attached to James Calvin Sly.

5 Mormon Battalion Wikipedia

6 Jame Calvin Sly Journal transcription by Jeffrey M Sly.

7 Elizabeth Deputy & Christopher Fuller Story by Pat Sagers.

8 Joseph C. DePartee-taken from History of North Idaho attached by Pat Sagers.

9 Hannah Elizabeth Cook Hoyt’s personal History attached by Pat Sagers to 
Daniel Cook as notes.

10 “David Fuller History and Genealogy”  by Neva Pace Robinson

11 “The Story of Chicken Creek and Levan, Utah” by Fern Rutledge.

12 “Elizabeth Depotty and Christopher Fuller and their Children” by Pat L Sagers 

13 Utah History in Wikipedia.

14 Utah History Walker War Wikipedia

15 The settling of Ephraim, Sanpete, Utah by Peter Franklin Madsen.

16 The Walker War Reconsisdered by Ryan Elwood Wimmer Master Thesis BYU 
2010

17 Ruthinda Baker added: https://familysearch.org/patron/v2/TH-235-36278-8-48/
dist.txt?ctx=ArtCtxPublic
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Sources for the Utah History Timeline

1 Utah Timeline World Atlas

2 Utah History Timeline: Utah Important Dates and Events.

3 Utah History Timeline Genealogy, Wki. 

Sources LDS Church History

1 Chronology of the LDS Church.

2 Chronological list of LDS Temple Dedication Dates. LDS Church Site.

Sources History of Utah Towns & Mormon Settlements 

1 The settling of Ephraim, Sanpete, Utah, by Peter Franklin Madsen

2 Utah History “The Walker War”

3 City Name found on Wikipedia

4 The Story of Chicken Creek and Levan by Fern Rutledge

5 The Washington County Historical Society.

6 Provo City Timeline, Provo Library.

Selected Sources for US History

1 Selected Events from Growth of a Nation: American History Timeline 
confirmed by articles in Wikipedia.
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